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EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND
Ed.D. Educational Studies - Special Education.  University of Nebraska Lincoln. (in progress)
M.A. Education—Early Childhood Education.  University of Nebraska Kearney. (2002)

B.A. Elementary Education & Early Childhood Education.  University of Nebraska Kearney. (1993)

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Assistant Professor:  University of Nebraska at Kearney (2013 to present)
Lecturer:  University of Nebraska at Kearney (2011 to 2013)

Student Teacher Supervisor:  University of Nebraska at Kearney (20011 to present)

Literacy Coach – Early Reading First :  University of Nebraska Lincoln (2008 to 2010)

Adjunct Professor:  University of Nebraska at Kearney (2006 to 2011)

Mentor Coordinator/Core Competency Assessor: University of Nebraska Kearney (2005 to 2007)

Adjunct Professor:  Central Commuity College – Grand Island, NE (2004 to 2009)
Assistant Director: Central Nebraska Community Services – Early Childhood Programs (Head Start, Early Head Start and Public School Preschool) (2003 to 2011)  
Professional Development Coordinator: Central Nebraska Community Services – Early Childhood Programs (Head Start, Early Head Start and Public School Preschool) (1996 to 2003)  
Preschool Teacher/Center Coordinator: Central Nebraska Community Services – Early Childhood Programs (Head Start) (1993 to 1996) 

COLLEGE TEACHING: 
University of Nebraska Kearney
TE 338

Infant and Toddler Mental Health

TE 339

Infant Toddler Curriculum

TE 343

Methods of Inclusive Education Ages Birth through Three 

TE 344

Methods if Inclusive Education Ages Three through Five
TE 343L
Field Experience:  Early Childhood Inclusive: Birth through Three

TE 344L
Field Experience:  Early Childhood Inclusive: Birth through Three
TE 346

Childcare Administration
TE 347

Literacy Methods Ages Birth through Three

TE 348

Math, Science and Social Studies for 0-8
TE 349

Supporting Young Children through Family and Community Involvement
TE 400

Student Teaching Supervisor
TE 816A
Practicum:  Early Childhood Unified
CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT
2015:   Created the course syllabi and content for TE 349
2013:   Created the course syllabi and content for TE 338, 339, 343L, 344L, and 347.
2012:
Created the course syllabi and content for TE 346 and TE348.  
2007:   Member of writing team that created the Getting a Head Start on Energy Curriculum.
RECOGNITION
2009:   State:  Nebraska Head Start Administrator of the Year Award
2002: 
State:  Nebraska Head Start Leadership Award
GRANT WRITING  (Funded Projects)
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (2007-2008) Central Nebraska Community Services---, Loup City, NE for Cutural Responsiveness and Dual Language Education (CRADLE).  $20,000.00 (completative)
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (2007-2010) Central Nebraska Community Services---, Loup City, NE for Strengthening Partnerships and Resources in Communities (SPARC). $32,000.00 (competative)
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (2004-2013) Central Nebraska Community Services---, Loup City, NE for Anuual Head Start Continuation Grant T/TA Funding. $134,000.00 (non-competative)
Presentations
Professional Conference Presentations 
Thompson, P. & Marvin, C. (2016, October).  Teacher efficacy for promoting partnerships and parent-teacher relationships in preschool programs.  Poster presentation at the CEC Division for Early Childhood’s 32nd Annual International Conference on Young Children with Special Needs and their Families. Louisville, KY.

Thompson, P. (2016, September).  What does it take to be an early childhood teacher.  Presentation at the Educators Rising Conference.  Kearney, NE.

Thompson, P. (2016, September).  Safe with you.  Presentation at the 1st Annual UNK Early Childhood Conference.  Kearney, NE.

Thompson, P. & Marvin, C. (2016, April). Teacher efficacy and parent-teacher relationships in early childhood programs.  Poster presentation at the UNL’s Center for Research on Children, Youth, Families and Schools, 2016 Summit on Early Childhood, Lincoln NE.
Marvin, C., Thompson, P., Sarver, S. & Jayaraman, G. (2015, October). Training and job experiences of early childhood teachers from “blended” inclusive programs. Nebraska’s ten-year reflection.  Presentation at the CEC Division for Early Childhood’s  31st Annual International Conference on Young Children with Special Needs and their Families. Atlanta, GA.
Mollenkopf, D. & Thompson, P. (2012, November). We’re Online. Now What? Creating the infrastructure, mentoring, and supports to help students successfully complete BA Early Childhood degrees. National Association for the Education of Young Children; Atlanta, GA.
Thompson, P. & Mollenkopf, D. (2012, October). Weaving Together Online Programs with Quality Field Based Experiences. National Network for Educational Renewal. Denver, CO.

Mollenkopf, D. & Thompson, P. (2012, June). ECU Online: Creating a Comprehensive System of Supports for Online Students in Early Childhood Teacher Education:  National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Education; Indianapolis, IN.

Mollenkopf, D. & Thompson, P. (2012, May). Pursuing Online Early Childhood Bachelor’s Degrees:  A High Quality Option; Region VII Head Start Conference: Kansas City, MO.

Thompson, P. & Peed, M.  (2010, May).  Putting  the SPARC Back into Parent Involvement.  National Head Start Association; Dallas, TX.
Thompson, P., Hunt, R. & Niemeyer, S.  (2009, November). Get a Head Start on Energy Curriculum Overview and Facilitator Training. Nebraska Head Start Association; Grand Island, NE.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
National Head Start Association (NHSA)
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES
State Level Committees 

Nebraska Association for the Education of Young Children T.E.A.C.H Advisory:  (2002 to present)
Central Community College Early Childhood Advisory Committee:  (2004 to present)
Early Learning Connections Team:  (1996 – present)

Nebraska Head Start Association Board Member: 2010-2011 
Nebraska Energy Assistance Network Education Committee (NEAN):  (2007 to 2011)
TRAINING EXPERIENCE
High/Scope Lead Teacher and Trainer
Taking the Lead (Advocacy Trainer)

Nebraska Early Learning Guidelines Trainer

Safe with You Trainer
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